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Research Councils UK is the strategic partnership of the UK’s seven Research Councils.  RCUK was established to enable the Councils to work together more effectively to enhance the overall impact and effectiveness of their research, training and innovation activities, contributing to the delivery of the Government’s objectives for science and innovation.
Each of the Research Councils is an equal partner in RCUK, and each uses its best endeavours to identify and pursue opportunities for mutually beneficial joint working with one or more of the other Councils
The seven UK Research Councils are:
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                                                     ~ £795m* - 28 Awards
The UK Government's leading funding agency for research and training in engineering and the physical sciences. EPSRC promotes and supports basic, strategic and applied research and related postgraduate training in engineering and the physical sciences. Current calls for proposals include:

· Research in Flow Chemistry (continuous processing).

· Adaptation and .Resilience to a Changing Climate
· Access to materials research equipment.
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The MRC is dedicated to improving human health. We support research across the entire spectrum of medical sciences, in universities and hospitals, in our own units and institutes in the UK, and in units in Africa. Current calls for proposals in priority areas include:

· Biomarkers evaluation

· Methodology Research Programme
· Developmental Pathway Funding
· New Dynamics of Ageing Programme
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            ~ £165m* - 28 Awards

The ESRC is the UK's leading research funding and training agency addressing economic and social concerns. Their aim is to provide high quality research on issues of importance to business, the public sector and government. Current calls for proposals in priority areas include:

· Understanding population trends and processes
· Knowledge Transfer Partnerships

· Research Programme on Migration

    ~ £427m* - 29 Awards

The BBSRC is the UK funding agency for research in the life sciences. They invest in a  in a wide range of research that makes a significant contribution to the quality of life for UK citizens and supports a number of important industrial stakeholders including the agriculture, food, chemical, healthcare and pharmaceutical sectors, genomics, stem cell biology, bio-nanotechnology - disciplines that provide a basis for new technologies in health care. Opportunities are available in the following priority areas:
· Complexity in Biomolecular Systems
· Genes and Development Biology
· Engineering and Biological Systems


 ~ £392m* – 19 Awards

NERC funds world-class science in universities and in their own research centres that increases knowledge and understanding of the natural world. They are tackling the 21st century's major environmental issues such as climate change, biodiversity and natural hazards. They lead in providing independent research and training in the environmental sciences.  Grant schemes include:

· Science Bridging Awards 

· Directed programmes aimed at high priority themes such as the Environment and Human Health.

· Knowledge transfer grants for the transfer of knowledge from researchers to industry, policy-makers and charities.

~ £103m* -15 Awards

The AHRC supports research within a huge subject domain. While less relevant to health sciences, they will consider funding subjects such as:

· Dance education and health
· Drama and dance/movement therapies
· History of science and medicine. 
~ £624m* - 7 Awards 

The STFC is one of Europe's largest multidisciplinary research organisations supporting scientists and engineers world-wide. The Council operates world-class, large scale research facilities and provides strategic advice to the UK government on their development. It also manages international research projects in support of a broad cross-section of the UK research community. Grants include:
· Particle Physics Research

· Facility R&D Scheme

*All of the budgets are quoted are those for 2008-09 from the Research Councils UK website.
All the awards relevant to researchers in the field of health and social care are listed on the RDFunding website, www.rdfunding.org.uk.[image: image11.jpg]@ Science & Technology
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~ £605m* - 54 Awards
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